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DEPOSITS
A database of the deposits has been compiled including the following information:
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Geology of the project area
The project area has been assessed for evaluation of future exploitations, evaluating the geology of 
the area, the deposits and the active quarries, including information relative to the historical quarries 
used on the constructions. 

The project area is mainly located in Southern and South-eastern part of Finland covering the 
geological units of Western Uusimaa belt and Uusimaa belt comprising of granitoids, metavolcanic 
rocks and migmatizing granites, Saimaa area is a high grade granulitic area comprising upracrustal 
rocks such as schists, gneisses, granitoids and metavolcanic rocks, Savo belt composed by 
metamorphic rocks with ore potential not very promising as natural stone reserves, Karelian domain 
and the eastern part of the Central Finland Granite complex are granitic rocks as well as dykes of 
black stone. South-eastern Finland reaching  Russia in the Karelian Isthmus is important promising 
area for rapakivi granite batholith

Active quarry
In Etelä-Karjala and Kymenlaakso almost all of the active quarries are of rapakivi granite and the 
main stone production area is Lappeenranta – Ylämaa area representing both pyterlite and wiborgite 
type of rapakivi granite. In Etelä-Karjala region it is also produced black gabbro called Saari Black in 
Parikkala. Rapakivi granite is also produced in Uusimaa region, together with migmatitic granites of 
which Mäntsälä migmatite, named ”Aurora”, is the most produced.In Uusimaa has also been 
produced Porkkala Red granite, which is a rapakivi granite belonging to the Kymi rapakivi suite and 
situated on the west side of Helsinki. The quarry is not in active use at the moment. A dabase of old 
and active quarries has been compiled including the following information:

Historical supply
During the times there has been a lot of small quarries in the southern part of Finland, especially near 
the shore area.For older constructions also local boulders have been utilized since quarrying would 
have been too difficult. The stones used as boulders have reflected the local bedrock and the effects 
of the glacial transportation.  
The size and shape of the boulders 
have been the major factor in choosing 
the appropriate materials for the constructions.

In constructions starting from the 18th century 
stone from local quarries has also been 
utilized in the buildings, and the latest 
structures built in the 19th century and in the 
beginning of the 20th century have been made 
of quarried natural stone extracted from 
several small quarries that have been used 
during the times by different companies or 
entrepreneurs. Historical quarries in Helsinki area
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